} Beacon Trall

© Matthew Hensby

This walk of approximately 2 miles (3 kilometers) starts from Caen Street car park, in the centre of
Braunton, and proceeds up North Street before rising steeply to the historic Beaconon top of West
Hill , from where a marvellous panorama of the whole area can be seen.Descending from the
Beacon the route continues across the former railway line and the River Caen, through the church
yard and into the Square via East Street and Church Street.
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This walk starts and finishes at Caen Street Car Park in the centre of Braunton village. It is located just off
the B3231, which leads towards Saunton. Within the car park, Braunton Museum and Braunton
Countryside Centre can be found & both of which are worth a visit before or after your walk.
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right into West Hill Lane. A short distance
ahead the picturesque 18" century Beacon
Cottage can be seen and the route follows the

Begin from Caen Street car park by heading track up the hill to the right of the cottage.
towards the main road to Saunton, passing as

you go the old Station House, which is now a
newsagents (Wensl|l eyds) .
road bear left and after a few yards you will find
the White Horse Inn. Turn right here, into North
Street. This street was once filled with farms and
adjoining cottages. Most of the dwellings
survive today but all of the farm buildings, and
the land that surrounded them, have long since
been converted to other uses. A short way up
North Street, on the left, is what remains of Town
Farm, which was formerly owned by the

Hartnoll family, whose re cords date back to the
1580s. This was the last farm to operate from
North Street and nowadays is run from large
farm buildings adjacent to Braunton Great Field.

The houses now known as oG9 BOWEGBCT‘GS%‘%th%?’H of theysyren
and 6Brindled were all ontgeadpgtpips Bﬁagon,ftrgsrtrqﬁlg‘W@ q’?e_d
North Street. A forge also stood behind Brindle for many years by the wives of seamen on their
way to watch for their husban

Wensl eyds Newssedtebethe whi ch
Stationmasterd®s house.

Farm.
Bideford Bay. When the ship was sighted, they
Many villages of medieval origin evolved to a would scurry back down the hill and through the
pattern similar as North Street i.e. a single street village to meet their husbands & not necessarily
with houses erected at right angles, the property to give them a home-coming kiss but perhaps to
of which all terminated in a hedgerow to relieve them of most of their wages before they
separate the domestic areas from the could spend them in the Marin

surrounding fields. Braunton had two such
streets d East Street and West Street (now known
rather confusingly as North Street). The
properties on the right are bordered by the road
at one end and the natural boundary of the River
Caen at the other. The properties on the left
however have their boundaries marked by the
line of a communal hedge, a remnant of which
can be seen in Ashmead Grove (on your left).

The Beacon on West Hill was part of a system of
invasion warnings in use since Roman times.
However, beacons are chiefly remembered for
the part they played during the Armada period

at the end of the 16" century. There were
constant threats of enemy invasion during this
time and, if a Spanish fleet was sighted, beacons
all along the south coast would be lit, from Lands
End to Dover. Codden Hill was the main link for
At the top of North Street the route turns left up this area but the two watchmen at Braunton

the short, but steep, Rock Hill and then sharp could also probably see the beacons at Hartand,



Monkleigh, Hewish and, on a good day,

Dunkery. Guarding against false alarm was a
problem for the watchmen largely because the £3
it cost to rebuild the beacon was one seventh of
the total annual parish income at that time. The
following list of pa yments for materials and
labour for the Beacon was recorded in the parish
accounts for the year 1626:

1626 £ |s |p

Rodger Incledon 164 seams 13 |8
stones for the Beacon

Rodger Incledon 7 days wor 7 |12
12 stakes

Richard Hartnoll 6 days himg 7 |8
and? horses to carry stones
water

Richard Hartnoll carrying rus 1 |4
to thatch the same

Wm White 4 days work his n 7 |4
days about

Timber for the door and dorn 3 10
1 /; hookes and twists and n
10d

4 happs, 2 staples, locinkiey 1 |3
steel 1/7; one days work ar
box

5 days work 5/; one days cul 6 |2
furses 8d; carrying furses 6d

Helping workmen 1/7; pitchi 3 |3
furses 1 day 6d; carrying fag

1/2

Sir Edward Southcott for furg 3
3/ a hoop for the barrehtoy

water away

Faggots 10

Reproduced from the original of the Marshall
Accounts by courtesy of Braunton and District
Museum.

The track is in the shade of old Ash trees planted
on top of the dry stone bank. On your way up

this track look out for the large variety of shade
tolerant plants like wild arum, lesser celandine,
wood sorrel, hedge parsley and red campion.
The dry stone walls, which criss-cross the
Beacon, are mini nature reserves, providing
many different habitats for creatures like

wood lice, centipedes, millipedes, snails, beetles
and spiders. The walls themselves have been
colonised by a variety of moss, lichens and ferns.
Wall pennywort or navelwort grows from many
crevices. ltis easily recognised in winter and
spring by its round shiny leaves, which are about
the size of an old penny.

Honeysuckle, ivy and other climbing plants can
also be seen clambering over these old walls.
Halfway up the sunken section of the path, on
the right hand side, a mix of blackthorn and
hazel take over, with hazel dominating on the
left. At the top of this section of the trail is a
large patch of wild garlic, a plant synonymous
with damp woodland and seen at its best in the
spring.
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Lichens

Lichens

The sunken path

At this point the path forks. On the old

boundary bank to the right is a very ancient field

mapl e, which i s Hceisge@es.nds onl
It was probably coppiced many years ago,

whereby the young, versatile stems were

regularly harvested to make hurdles and the like.

From this tree the oldest part of the village,

gathered around the parish church of St

Brannock, can be glimpsedthrough the branches.

Ships atVelator Quay in Braunton Crowning the top of Chapel Hill, overlooking
this part of the village, is a small roofless
building. This is all that r

Chapel, thought to be a seama
prayers were offered for their safe return. It also

served as a landmark to guide sailors home.

Although the land it stands on is privately owned and

therefore difficult to access, the chapel still attracts



