
 

 

 }Barnstaple to Braunton Railway 

Trail  

  
 

 
 
 

 This walk of approximately 5 miles (8 km) begins in Barnstaple town centre and follows the route of 
the former Barnstaple to Ilfracombe railway line, as far as Braunton.  From there, walkers may 
either retrace their steps or catch a bus back to Barnstaple.  The route makes a very pleasant walk 
but  is equally enjoyable by bicycle, in which case the return journey can also be made by bicycle.  
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Barnstaple to 

Braunton Railway 

Trail  

Barnstaple was a key port centuries ago, for the 

navy and for commerce. Ships sailed out of 

Barnstaple and the Taw-Torridge estuary to join 

Drake's fleet to take on the Spanish Armada. 

From the Museum of Barnstaple and North 

Devon, cross the road that takes traffic over the 

bridge and proceed along The Strand, keeping 

the river to your left.   

The Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon  

STOP 1 

This area was once part of Barnstapleõs Great 

Quay and the attractive building to your left once 

housed baths and a wash-house.  The fancy 

stonework and statute of Queen Anne on top 

were added in 1709.  It is now grade I and II 

listed and serves as the Barnstaple Heritage 

Centre.  Inside, exhibitions tell of Barnstapleõs 

shipping history and other important aspects of 

the townõs heritage. 

The old bridge, that we are now leaving behind, 

has traditionally been called Barnstaple Long 

Bridge.  It was certainly built by 1300, but it may 

be a hundred years older, or more.   It has 16 

stone arches, spanning the wide River Taw and 

13 of them are medieval.  The other three, at the 

town end, were replaced in 1589.  It is incredible 

to believe that much of the original fabric 

survives, even after a widening in 1796.  That it 

carries the volume of traffic that uses it today 

speaks volumes for the skill of the ancient 

stonemasons.   

Proceed along The Strand, keeping the river to 

your left, and keep ahead along Castle Street, to 

pick up the footpath in front of what used to be 

Barnstaple Town railway station.   The original 

station opened in 1874 but in 1898 it was re-sited, 

in order to serve the Lynton and Barnstaple line 

as well as the Ilfracombe line . When re-opened 

in 1898, each platform was treated as two 

separate stations; the one for Lynton was called 

Barnstaple Town while the Ilfracombe platform 

was known as Barnstaple Town & Quay.  The 

building now houses Pat hfield School Sixth 

Form. 

Follow the footpath now, as it veers left, closer to 

the river.  You will pass a large office block, to 

your right, which is Barnstapleõs Civic Centre.  

Soon you will reach a swing bridge, which has 

been constructed to look like a boat.  It carries 

pedestrians and cyclists over the River Yeo but 

when open, it allows tall -masted ships of 250 

tons burthen to navigate to quaysides beyond.  

Continue along the path until you reach the 

rugby ground (to your right) and the road bridge 

(high above). 
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Barnstaple Old Bridge 
 

 
The former railway station  
 

 
The Civic Centre 
 

 
The swing bridge 

STOP 2 

The Rugby Club was officially recognised in 1877 

and since then has been able to boast three full 

Internationals and six Devon cup wins.  It marks 

the beginning of Pottington Business Park ð an 

area that has always been a centre of industry.   

The bridge that soars overhead was opened in 

May 2007 to link the main A39 road to the road 

to Braunton and Ilfracombe, avoiding the town 

centre of Barnstaple.  Sometimes referred to as 

the Western Bypass or Barnstaple New Bridge, it 

was designed to reduce, as far as possible, any 

damage to the environment.  The Taw Estuary is 

designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) and the protection of the estuary during 

and after construction has therefore been 

important.  The impact of noise and disturbance 

on the estuary's wildlife and habitats has been 

minimised and a variety of measures taken to 

protect otters and badgers and preserve and 

enhance habitats for bats and barn owls.    

From here, at low tide you may be able to see the 

marshes that frame the estuary as it curves down 

towards the mouth.  Unless the tide is high, the 

effect of silting, which spelled the end of 
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